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Individual State Agency Fiscal Note

Election info. requestsBill Number: 085-Office of the Secretary of 
State

Title: Agency:5459 SB

X

Part I: Estimates

No Fiscal Impact

Estimated Cash Receipts to:

NONE

Estimated Operating Expenditures from:
NONE

Estimated Capital Budget Impact:

NONE

 The cash receipts and expenditure estimates on this page represent the most likely fiscal impact.  Factors impacting the precision of these estimates, 

 and alternate ranges (if appropriate), are explained in Part II. 

Check applicable boxes and follow corresponding instructions:

If fiscal impact is greater than $50,000 per fiscal year in the current biennium or in subsequent biennia, complete entire fiscal note
form Parts I-V.

 

If fiscal impact is less than $50,000 per fiscal year in the current biennium or in subsequent biennia, complete this page only (Part I). 

Capital budget impact, complete Part IV.

Requires new rule making, complete Part V.                                     
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Part II: Narrative Explanation

II. A - Brief Description Of What The Measure Does That Has Fiscal Impact

Significant provisions of the bill and any related workload or policy assumptions that have revenue or expenditure impact on the responding agency by 

section number.

Section 1 – The legislature finds that requests for records concerning voter registration information, election data, and 
systems and processes of election administration have increased. The legislature intends to clarify responsibilities for 
producing records containing election information to improve the efficiency in which they are made available.

Section 2 – Requests for records from, or any existing standard reports generated by, the statewide voter registration 
database must be submitted to and fulfilled by the Secretary of State per title 42 RCW. If a county elections office receives 
such a request, the county elections office is not required to produce any records but shall direct the requestor to submit the 
request to the Secretary of State.

Section 4 identifies the election security information exempted from disclosure under this chapter.

II. B - Cash receipts Impact

Cash receipts impact of the legislation on the responding agency with the cash receipts provisions identified by section number and when appropriate, the 

detail of the revenue sources. Description of the factual basis of the assumptions and the method by which the cash receipts impact is derived. Explanation 

of how workload assumptions translate into estimates. Distinguished between one time and ongoing functions.

II. C - Expenditures

Agency expenditures necessary to implement this legislation (or savings resulting from this legislation), with the provisions of the legislation that result in 

the expenditures (or savings) identified by section number. Description of the factual basis of the assumptions and the method by which the expenditure 

impact is derived. Explanation of how workload assumptions translate into cost estimates. Distinguished between one time and ongoing functions.

The Office of the Secretary of State (OSOS) currently has an automated data request process for the voter registration list. 
Therefore, no fiscal impact to the OSOS.

III. A - Operating Budget Expenditures

Part III: Expenditure Detail 

NONE

III. B - Expenditures by Object Or Purpose

NONE

and Part IIIA.

 III. C - Operating FTE Detail:   FTEs listed by classification and corresponding annual compensation. Totals agree with total FTEs in Part I 

NONE

III. D - Expenditures By Program (optional)

NONE

IV. A - Capital Budget Expenditures

Part IV: Capital Budget Impact

NONE

IV. B - Expenditures by Object Or Purpose

NONE

Election info. requests  085-Office of the Secretary of State
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  Acquisition and construction costs not reflected elsewhere on the fiscal note and description of potential financing methods.

 IV. C - Capital Budget Breakout

NONE

 IV. D - Capital FTE Detail:   FTEs listed by classification and corresponding annual compensation. Totals agree with total FTEs in Part IVB.

NONE

Part V: New Rule Making Required

Provisions of the bill that require the agency to adopt new administrative rules or repeal/revise existing rules.

Election info. requests  085-Office of the Secretary of State
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT FISCAL NOTE
Department of Commerce 

Bill Number: Title: 5459 SB Election info. requests

Part I: Jurisdiction-Location, type or status of political subdivision defines range of fiscal impacts.

Legislation Impacts:

 Cities:

 Counties:

 Special Districts:

 Specific jurisdictions only:

 Variance occurs due to:

Part II: Estimates

X No fiscal impacts.

 Expenditures represent one-time costs:

Legislation provides local option: 

Key variables cannot be estimated with certainty at this time: 

Estimated revenue impacts to:

None

Estimated expenditure impacts to:

None

Part III: Preparation and Approval

Fiscal Note Analyst:

Leg. Committee Contact:

Agency Approval:

OFM Review:

Kristine Williams

Sam Brown

Alice Zillah

Gwen Stamey

Phone:

Phone:

Phone:

Phone:

Date:

Date:

Date:

Date:

(564) 669-3002

786-7470

360-725-5035

(360) 790-1166

01/31/2023

01/25/2023

01/31/2023

01/31/2023
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Part IV: Analysis
A.  SUMMARY OF BILL

Description of the bill with an emphasis on how it impacts local government.

This bill amends RCW 29A.08.105 and 42.56.420; adding a new section to chapter 42.56 RCW and repeals RCW 
29A.60.290 which will streamline public records requests for election information.

Sec. 2 amends RCW 29A.08.105 to state that information requests from the statewide voter registration database 
received by county elections offices can be processed by the Secretary of State.  If a request is referred by a county 
elections office, it shall be forwarded to the Secretary of State by the deadline set forth in RCW 42.56.520.

Sec. 3 amends RCW 42.56.420 to remove certain disclosure exemptions related to the operations plan for elections, 
security audits, security risk assessments (including physical security and cybersecurity), specific ballot information 
including signatures, phone number and email address, and certain information pertaining to security breaches.

Sec. 4 adds a new section to chapter 42.56 RCW to include the information removed in Sec. 3 (above) adding subsections 
(d) and (e) which specify the period of time that records regarding a private entity’s infrastructure are exempt from 
disclosure to be 25 years.  An express statement shall be provided with the requested information that the record contains 
information about the private entity’s infrastructure and public disclosure may increase risk to the integrity of election 
operations or infrastructure. Voted ballots, images, copies, and photographs are exempt from disclosure.

Sec. 5 repeals RCW 29A.60.29.

B.  SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE IMPACTS

Expenditure impacts of the legislation on local governments with the expenditure provisions identified by section number and when 
appropriate, the detail of expenditures. Delineated between city, county and special district impacts.

This bill has no expenditure impact on local governments.

The bill may reduce the amount of staff time needed for county election offices to respond to public information requests 
for election information using reports pulled from the statewide voter registration database.  However, the Spokane 
County Elections Office has confirmed that this bill does not significantly increase or decrease operating costs as the 
office may now refer these requests to the Secretary of State's office.

C.  SUMMARY OF REVENUE IMPACTS

Revenue impacts of the legislation on local governments, with the revenue provisions identified by section number, and when 
appropriate, the detail of revenue sources. Delineated between city, county and special district impacts.

This bill has no revenue impact for local governments.

SOURCES
Spokane County Elections Office
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