Multiple Agency Fiscal Note Summary

Bill Number: 1909 2S HB AMS LAW Title: Court unification task force
S5527.1
Estimated Cash Receipts
NONE
Agency Name 2025-27 2027-29 2029-31
GF- State Total GF- State Total GF- State Total
Local Gov. Courts Fiscal note not available
Loc School dist-SPI
Local Gov. Other
Local Gov. Total

Estimated Operating Expenditures

Agency Name 2025-27 2027-29 2029-31
FTEs | GF-State pGF-Outlooh [ Total |FTEs | GF-State [NGF-Outloo| Total FTEs| GF-State GF-OutIool1 Total

A dministrative Fiscal note not available
Dffice of the
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Office of Public .0 0 0 0 .0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Defense
Dffice of Civil Fiscal note not available
[_cgal Aid
Dffice of the Fiscal note not available
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Dffice of Fiscal note not available
A dministrative
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[Criminal Justice Fiscal note not available
lraining
[Commission
| Total$ | 0.0 0] o | o[ o.0] 0] 0] o] o.0] 0| 0|
Agency Name 2025-27 2027-29 2029-31

FTEs | GF-State Total FTEs | GF-State Total FTEs | GF-State Total

Local Gov. Courts Fiscal note not available

Loc School dist-SPI | | | | | | | |

Local Gov. Other Non-zero but indeterminate cost and/or savings. Please see discussion.

Local Gov. Total | | | | | | | |

Estimated Capital Budget Expenditures
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Agency Name 2025-27 2027-29 2029-31
FTEs| Bonds | Total |FTEs| Bonds | Total |FTEs| Bonds | Total

Administrative Office of |Fiscal note not available

the Courts

Office of Public Defense 0| 0| of 0] 0] 0] 0 0] 0
Office of Civil Legal Aid |Fiscal note not available

Office of the Governor | Fiscal note not available

Office of Attorney Fiscal note not available

General

Office of Administrative |Fiscal note not available

Hearings

Criminal Justice Training |Fiscal note not available

Commission
| Total §| 0.0 | 0| 0| o.0f 0] 0] o.0] 0| 0
Agency Name 2025-27 2027-29 2029-31

FTEs | GF-State Total FTEs | GF-State Total FTEs | GF-State Total

Local Gov. Courts Fiscal note not available

Loc School dist-SPI [ [ [ [ | | |

Local Gov. Other Non-zero but indeterminate cost and/or savings. Please see discussion.

Local Gov. Total | [ [ [ [ [ [
Estimated Capital Budget Breakout
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Individual State Agency Fiscal Note

Bill Number: 1909 2S HB Title:  Court unification task force
AMS LAW
S5527.1

Agency: 056-Office of Public Defense

Part I: Estimates
No Fiscal Impact

Estimated Cash Receipts to:

NONE

Estimated Operating Expenditures from:
NONE

Estimated Capital Budget Impact:

NONE

The cash receipts and expenditure estimates on this page represent the most likely fiscal impact. Factors impacting the precision of these estimates,

and alternate ranges (if appropriate), are explained in Part I1.

Check applicable boxes and follow corresponding instructions:

— form Parts I-V.

| | Capital budget impact, complete Part IV.

Requires new rule making, complete Part V.

If fiscal impact is greater than $50,000 per fiscal year in the current biennium or in subsequent biennia, complete entire fiscal note

If fiscal impact is less than $50,000 per fiscal year in the current biennium or in subsequent biennia, complete this page only (Part I).

Legislative Contact:  Tim Ford

Phone: 786-7423

Date: 02/25/2026

Agency Preparation: ~ Angie Wirkkala

Phone: 360-789-5051 Date: 02/25/2026

Agency Approval: Sophia Byrd McSherry

Phone: 360-586-3164 Date: 02/25/2026

OFM Review: Gaius Horton

Phone: (360) 819-3112 Date: 02/25/2026
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Part II: Narrative Explanation

I1. A - Brief Description Of What The Measure Does That Has Fiscal Impact

Significant provisions of the bill and any related workload or policy assumptions that have revenue or expenditure impact on the responding agency
by section number.

The Office of Public Defense anticipates no fiscal impact from the proposed amendment to 2SHB 1909.

The amendment to 2SHB 1909 establishes a Court Unification Task Force. Task Force membership includes one person
representing the Washington State Office of Public Defense (OPD). Members are expected to participate in task force and
subcommittee meetings held between October 1, 2026 and December 31, 2029. OPD will participate in the task force
within existing resources.

I1. B - Cash receipts Impact

Cash receipts impact of the legislation on the responding agency with the cash receipts provisions identified by section number and when appropriate,
the detail of the revenue sources. Description of the factual basis of the assumptions and the method by which the cash receipts impact is derived.
Explanation of how workload assumptions translate into estimates. Distinguished between one time and ongoing functions.

No impact.

I1. C - Expenditures

Agency expenditures necessary to implement this legislation (or savings resulting from this legislation), with the provisions of the legislation that result
in the expenditures (or savings) identified by section number. Description of the factual basis of the assumptions and the method by which the
expenditure impact is derived. Explanation of how workload assumptions translate into cost estimates. Distinguished between one time and ongoing
functions.

No impact.

Part II1: Expenditure Detail
II1. A - Operating Budget Expenditures
NONE

I11. B - Expenditures by Object Or Purpose
NONE

III. C - Operating FTE Detail: FTEs listed by classification and corresponding annual compensation. Totals agree with total FTEs in Part |
and Part I1IA.

NONE

I11. D - Expenditures By Program (optional)
NONE

Part I'V: Capital Budget Impact
IV. A - Capital Budget Expenditures
NONE

IV. B - Expenditures by Object Or Purpose
NONE

IV. C - Capital Budget Breakout

Acquisition and construction costs not reflected elsewhere on the fiscal note and description of potential financing methods.

NONE
Court unification task force 056-Office of Public Defense
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IV. D - Capital FTE Detail: FTEs listed by classification and corresponding annual compensation. Totals agree with total FTEs in Part IVB.

NONE

No impact.

Part V: New Rule Making Required

Provisions of the bill that require the agency to adopt new administrative rules or repeal/revise existing rules.

Court unification task force 056-Office of Public Defense
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT FISCAL NOTE

Department of Commerce

Bill Number: 1909 2S HB Title: Court unification task force
AMS LAW
S5527.1

Part I: Jurisdiction-Location, type or status of political subdivision defines range of fiscal impacts.

Legislation Impacts:

Cities: Indeterminate expenditure impact resulting from staff time for local government representatives to participate in Court
Unification Task Force.

Counties: Same as above, but for counties.
|:| Special Districts:
|:| Specific jurisdictions only:

|:| Variance occurs due to:

Part II: Estimates

|:| No fiscal impacts.

|:| Expenditures represent one-time costs:

|:| Legislation provides local option:

Key variables cannot be estimated with certainty at this time: Amount of staff time required for task force participation.

Estimated revenue impacts to:

None

Estimated expenditure impacts to:

Non-zero but indeterminate cost and/or savings. Please see discussion.

Part I1I: Preparation and Approval

Fiscal Note Analyst: Tabitha Cox Phone: 3607255035 Date:  02/25/2026

Leg. Committee Contact: Tim Ford Phone: 786-7423 Date:  02/25/2026

Agency Approval:  Allan Johnson Phone: 360-725-5033 Date:  02/25/2026

OFM Review: Gaius Horton Phone: (360) 819-3112 Date:  02/25/2026
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Part I'V: Analysis
A. SUMMARY OF BILL

Description of the bill with an emphasis on how it impacts local government.

This fiscal note analyzes the local government impact of 1909-S2 AMS LAW S5527.1, comparing it to the impact of
2S-HB 1909.

CHANGES BETWEEN THIS BILL VERSION AND PREVIOUS BILL VERSION:

This proposed amendment to the second substitute bill would add another judicial member to the court unification task
force and specify that the member appointed by the Office of Public Defense be someone who has lived experience as a
formerly incarcerated person. These changes do not affect the impacts previously identified and discussed below.

SUMMARY OF CURRENT BILL:
The legislation creates the Court Unification Task Force.

Section 1 details the legislature’s intent behind the task force.

Section 2 establishes the task force and its mission to conduct a comprehensive analysis of the current state court system,
with detailed topic areas to assess like inefficiencies and inequities, technology adoption and funding levels.

Section 3 lists the required membership of the task force. Among the 36 required members, those related to local
government are:

-3 people representing cities, appointed by the Association of Washington Cities. Specifically, one for a city with fewer
than 100,000 inhabitants, one for a city with between 100,000 and 500,000 inhabitants, and one for a city with 500,000
or more inhabitants.

-1 person who is an elected county councilmember representing counties, appointed by the Washington State Association
of Counties.

-1 person representing court clerks, appointed by the Washington State Association of County Clerks.

-13 members from the judicial branch, appointed by the Chief Justice in consultation with a variety of boards.

Additionally, Section 3 requires that task force members be reimbursed for travel expenses according to statute RCW
44.04.120, RCW 43.03.220, and chapter 43.03 RCW.

Section 4 enables the task force to form issue-specific subcommittees within its membership.

Section 5 requires the task force to hold its first meeting by October 1, 2026, to complete its work by December 31,
2029, and meet with all members at least twice annually. The task force must produce a preliminary report by June 30,
2027, and a final report by June 30, 2028 with specific proposed solutions and implementation plans.

Section 6 specifies that the legislation would expire December 31, 2029.

Section 7 specifies that sections 2 through 6 of the legislation would constitute a new chapter in Title 2 RCW.

B. SUMMARY OF EXPENDITURE IMPACTS

Expenditure impacts of the legislation on local governments with the expenditure provisions identified by section number and when
appropriate, the detail of expenditures. Delineated between city, county and special district impacts.

The proposed legislation would have an indeterminate impact on local government expenditures.

The court unification task force would require several local government representatives as members, specifically 3 city
representatives and 1 elected county councilmember. The task force would also be required to include 1 representative of
court clerks and 13 judicial officers, but any costs associated with the participation of these personnel would be reflected
in the Administrative Office of the Courts' judicial impact note for this bill.
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Local governments would incur additional costs associated with staff time to participate in the task force, including time
spent at meetings, preparing for meetings, and conducting other relevant business between meetings. It is unknown,
however, how much time may be necessary for task force members to complete their task force assignments between
October 1, 2026 and December 31, 2029, so the expenditure impact from local government representatives participating
in the task force is indeterminate.

The Local Government Fiscal Note Program assumes that members appointed by and representing non-government
associations would participate in the task force on behalf of that association, not as a local government employee. For
example, the bill specifies one member appointed by and representing the Washington Association of Prosecuting
Attorneys (WAPA). While this member could be a county prosecuting attorney, their participation would not create costs
for local government because they would be acting as a member of WAPA and not as a representative of their local
government employer.

Travel expenses for task force members would be reimbursed, so any local government expenditure for representatives to
travel for this task force would be offset by the state.
C. SUMMARY OF REVENUE IMPACTS

Revenue impacts of the legislation on local governments, with the revenue provisions identified by section number, and when appropriate,
the detail of revenue sources. Delineated between city, county and special district impacts.

The proposed legislation would have no impact on local government revenues.
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